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African Methodist Episcopal Church
Fifth Episcopal District

Midyear Conference
February 28 - March 3, 2022

Hilton Hotel LAX, Los Angeles Airport
Los Angeles, CA

(HYBRID: In-person and via ZOOM)

2020 – 2024 Quadrennial Theme:

THINK BIG!!
Year Two Emphasis:

“Faith”

Bishop Clement W. Fugh, Presiding Bishop
Mrs. Alexia B. Fugh, Episcopal Supervisor
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Episcopal Greeting

Praise the Lord, Saints:

“It is good to be a seeker, but sooner or later
you have to be a finder; and then it is

good to give what you have found,
a gift into the world for all who will accept it.”

(JONATHAN LIVINGSTON SEAGULL,
By Richard Bach)

With “THINK BIG” as our mantra for this Quadrennial (2020 – 2024) and “eagles on the wing” as our logo 
for YEAR TWO, it appears to be an oxymoron that we would commence the SEASON taking lessons from a 
seagull, scavengers through trash on the beaches and chasing after ships to feast on their refuse.  Yet, it is the 
exploits of Jonathan Livingston Seagull as graphically portrayed by Richard Bach in his book by that title, 
that defies the stereotypical role assigned to seagulls in a quest to do and to be all that is in his heart to do and 
to be, that weaves the themes of our scripture lessons into a pattern that is both captivating and compelling.

We learn from the persistent widow in St Luke 18: 1 – 8, that perseverance opens doors that would otherwise 
be impenetrable.  “NO!” the first or second time would be enough to discourage some in their pursuits, but 
not so for those who have set their sights on BIG HAIRY AUDACIOUS GOALS (BHAGS!).

Isaiah 40: 28 – 31, the Old Testament prophecy, reveals a truth that is often overlooked.  Before one can 
“mount up on wings as eagles,” there is a period of waiting – waiting requires patience.  Flying requires 
practice!  Hence, our waiting should never be idleness!

FAITH, the theme of Hebrews 11: 1 – 3, is the dominant thread throughout.  Without faith, not only do our 
Big Hairy Audacious Goals to soar like eagles evade us, but we are relegated to the mundane existence of 
“the flock” whose only goal in flight is to go from the shore to food then back to shore again.  They never 
come to the realization that, “The gull sees farther who flies highest.”

Finally, our success in flight is not solitary!  Once we ascend to higher realms, it is our responsibility to give 
what we have found, a gift to all who will accept it.

Dream the impossible with a clear realization that perseverance, practice and patience are essential to 
transforming faith into substance!

Clement W. Fugh
Presiding Bishop
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AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Fifth Episcopal District

Bishop Clement W. Fugh, Presiding Bishop

Midyear Conference
February 28 – March 3, 2022

(HYBRID - In-Person and ZOOM)

~ A G E N D A ~

	Monday, February 28, 2022
	 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.	 WMS Meeting
		  Supervisor Alexia Butler Fugh, Presiding
		
		  Presiding Elders’ Council Fellowship

	 Tuesday, March 1, 2022
	 8:45 – 9:15 a.m.	 Morning Manna
		  Presiding Elders’ Council in Charge
		  Rev. Lee Clayton Goodman, Preacher
		  Presiding Elder
		  St Louis-Columbia District

	 9:15 – 9:30 a.m.	 OPENING PLENARY
		  Bishop Clement W. Fugh, Presiding

		  Call to Order

		  Overview of the AGENDA

	 9:30 -11:45 a.m.	 Presiding Elder’s Council with Bishop
	 9:30 – 11:45 a.m.	 Component Meetings
		  WMS
		  ______
		  ______

	 12:00 Noon	 Hour of Power
		  Rev. Mercedes Tudy-Hamilton,
		  Worship Leader
		  President, Fifth District WIM
		  Rev. Dr. Geleta Smith, Preacher
		  Pastor,
		  Word of God AMEC, Rio Rancho, NM
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	 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.	 LUNCH

	 2:30 – 5:00 p.m.	 Component Meetings*
		  WIM
		  _____
		  _____

	 5:00 – 6:45 p.m.	 DINNER

	 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.	 OPENING WORSHIP SERVICE
		  Rev. Fran Cary, Worship Leader
		  Presiding Elder, Midwest North District
		  Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie (Ret.)
		  Keynote Preacher

	 Wednesday, March 2, 2022
	 8:45 – 9:15 a.m.	 Morning Manna
		  RAYAC in Charge
		  Rev. Robert Morton, Preacher
		  Pastor, Bethel, Chico, CA

	 9:15 – 11:45 a.m.	 Sexual Misconduct Training Session
		  Rev. Sheriolyn Curry, Resource
		  Presiding Elder, Rocky Mountain District
		  (Required for Lay and Clergy:
		  Virtual or In-Person)

	 12:00 Noon	 Hour of Power
		  Rev. Carey Anderson, Worship Leader
		  Pastor, First AMEC, Seattle, WA
		  Rev. Dr. Gregory Eason, Preacher
		  Pastor,
		  Flipper Temple AMEC, Atlanta, GA

	 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.	 Lunch

	 2:30 – 5:00 p.m.	 PLENARY SESSION

	 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.	 Break

	 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.	 AN EVENING OF ELEGANCE
		  Mr. Lamar Rose, President
		  Fifth District Lay Organization
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	 Thursday, March 3, 2022
	 8:30 – 9:45 a.m.	 CLOSING ACTIVITY
		  Rev. Timothy Tyler, Presiding
		  Pastor, Shorter Community AMEC,
		  Denver, CO
		  Dr. Obery Hendricks, Presenter
		  (VIRTUAL)
		  Visiting Scholar
		  Columbia University, NY
		  Yale Divinity School, CT
		  Presenter (Virtual)

		  ADJOURNMENT

*Two (2) areas will be set up to accommodate a HYBRID Meeting (in-person and virtual)
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HOUR OF POWER
Tuesday, March 1, 2022

Rev. Dr. Karen Anderson, Worship Leader
Pastor, First AMEC, Las Vegas, NV

~ O R D E R  O F  S E R V I C E ~

CALL TO WORSHIP	 Rev. Dr. Karen Anderson, Pastor
	 FAME, Las Vegas, NV

OPENING HYMN	 Rev. Allison Cannady-Smith, Pastor
	 Bailey AMEC, Everett, WA

Great Is Thy Faithfulness, #84

INVOCATION	 Rev. Cecelia Justice, Assistant Pastor
	 Bryant Temple AMEC, Los Angeles, CA

SCRIPTURE	 Rev. Dr. Rosalynn Brookins, Pastor
	 Parks Chapel AMEC, Oakland, CA

CHORAL PRAYER RESPONSE	 Congregation

PRESENTATION OF PREACHER	 Rev. Mercedes Tudy-Hamilton, Pastor
	 A.K. Quinn AMEC, Moreno Valley, CA

MUSICAL SELECTION	 Praise Team

SERMON	 Rev. Dr. Geleta Smith, Pastor
	 The Word of God AMEC, Rio Rancho, NM

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP
	 Rev. Kathy Harrison,
	 Minister of Growth Evangelism
	 Ward AMEC, Los Angeles, CA

OFFERING	 Finance Committee

PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP	 Rev. Sheriolyn Curry, Presiding Elder
	 Rocky Mountain District

CLOSING REMARKS	 Bishop Clement W. Fugh,
	 Presiding Bishop

BENEDICTION	 Rev. Dr. Geleta Smith
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Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie
Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie is the 117th elected and consecrated bishop of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. She is the first female elected to episcopal office in the more 
than the two-century-old AME Church and is the first female to serve as President of the 
Council of Bishops and President of the General Board.

Bishop McKenzie has served as a Presiding Prelate in the 18th Episcopal District, in 
Southern Africa, the 13th Episcopal District which includes Kentucky and Tennessee and 
the 10th Episcopal District, the state of Texas. While serving in Texas, she also served as 
Chair of the Board of Trustees at Paul Quinn College, Dallas, Texas which experienced 
exponential growth including the renovation of the Richard Allen Chapel and the new 
Trammell Crow Life, Living and Learning dormitory complex that includes a new-state-
of-the-art gymnasium. She also established two non-profits which raised funds outside of tithes and offerings for 
church and community projects in two of her districts.

Bishop McKenzie recently retired from active service in the AME Church at the 51st Quadrennial session of the 
General Conference and has accepted a position of Director of Documentaries at Payne Theological Seminary, 
Wilberforce, Ohio. She has been the visionary behind five documentaries, four of them in The Anvil series, of the 
Council of Bishops serving as producer, executive producer and senior editor. The newest documentary, AME Next, 
is now in production.

Characterized as “an electrifying preacher”, she will continue to preach and teach globally as well as serve as a 
workshop/seminar instructor for congregations, corporations and a variety of organizations on the topics of women, 
leadership, spirituality and self-care.

Bishop McKenzie has been active in social justice issues for more than three decades. She was appointed in 2009 
by President Barack Obama to be on the inaugural White House Commission of Faith Based and Neighborhood 
Partnership. This group worked on behalf of Americans committed to improving their communities, no matter their 
religious or political beliefs. She was named by Huffington Post in 2014 as one of the 50 Most Powerful Women 
Religious Leaders in the World.

She is the founder of Selah Leadership Encounters for Women, a wraparound multi- disciplinary approach to 
resourcing women who want to level up their spiritual, professional and personal lives. In this COVID era, Selah, 
The Home Edition has been streamed on Facebook and YouTube. A new edition, Selah Read debuts virtually in 
February, 2022.

Bishop McKenzie is the author of six books including Not Without a Struggle and Journey to the Well. Her newest 
book is The Big Deal of Taking Small Steps to Move Closer to God. The book shows how to develop a stronger 
relationship with God with a more effective Christian lifestyle by taking small steps that lead to big changes. 
Download the Book Club Guide from her App Praycation.

Bishop McKenzie founded Kerygma LLC, sixteen years ago to “Tell stories too important not to be told” producing 
her first documentary Survivor Stories which aired on TV One. She is a graduate of the University of Maryland, 
College Park, Howard University, School of Religion and has an earned doctorate from United Theological Seminary.

She is the widow of former NBA player, Dr. Stan McKenzie, the mother of three grown children and “Nina” to 
two grandchildren. The McKenzie Foundation is now providing scholarships to student athletes annually in her 
husband’s name at Paul Quinn College, Dallas, Texas.
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OPENING WORSHIP SERVICE
Tuesday, March 1, 2022

Rev. Fran Cary, Worship Leader,
PE, Midwest North District

~ O R D E R  O F  S E R V I C E ~

THE PRELUDE	 FAME, LA Praise Team
	 Mr. Greg Jones, Minister of Music

THE CALL TO WORSHIP	 Rev. J. Edgar Boyd, Pastor
	 First AME Church, Los Angeles, CA

THE OPENING HYMN	 Ms. Vanessa Anderson, First VP
	 Fifth District RAYAC

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, #75

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,
Opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!

All thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,

Center of unbroken praise;
Field and forest, vale and mountain,

Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain,

Call us to rejoice in Thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,

Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
All who live in love are Thine;

Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.
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Mortals join the mighty chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Father love is reigning o’er us,
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward,

Victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward

In the triumph song of life. AMEN

THE INVOCATION	 Rev. Dr. Edmund E. Lowe, PE
	 St Louis-Cape Girardaeu District

THE PRAYER RESPONSE	 Praise Team and Congregation

Hear Our Prayer, O Lord #611
Hear our prayer, O Lord;
Hear our prayer, O Lord;

Incline Thine ear to us
And grant us Thy peace.

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS
	 Old Testament   Isaiah 40: 28 – 31	 Mr. N. Bruce Williams, First VP
		  Fifth District Sons of Allen
	 Epistle   Hebrews 11: 1 – 3	 Mrs. Kim Finley, Director
		  Fifth District YPD
	 Gospel    St Luke 18: 1 – 8	 Atty Patricia Mayberry, Vice President
		  Fifth District Lay Organization

THE SUMMARY OF THE DECALOGUE	 Rev. Mercedes Tudy Hamilton, President
		  Fifth District Women in Ministry

THE BENEVOLENT OFFERING APPEAL	 Ms. Idella Hill, First VP
		  Fifth District WMS

THE WELCOME AND PRESENTATION OF GUESTS
		  Mrs. Jackie DuPont Walker
		  Connectional Director of Social Action

THE PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP	 Rev. Roosevelt Lindsey, President
		  Fifth District Presiding Elders’ Council

THE PRESENTATION OF THE PREACHER	 Bishop Clement W. Fugh
		  Presiding Bishop, Fifth Episcopal District

THE SERMONIC SELECTION	 FAME, LA Praise Team
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THE SERMON	 Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie (117th)

THE INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP
		  Rev. Dr. Kelvin Calloway, Pastor
		  Bethel, Los Angeles, CA

THE PUBLIC OFFERING	 Rev. Allen Williams, Chair
		  Fifth District Finance Committee
		  Annual Conference Finance Chairs

THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE	 Praise Team and Congregation

All Things Come of Thee #644
All things come of Thee, O Lord;

And of Thine own have we given Thee.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS	 Rev. Sheriolyn Curry, Secretary
		  Fifth District PE Council

THE CLOSING REMARKS	 Mrs. Alexia B. Fugh, Supervisor
		  Fifth District WMS
		  Bishop Clement W. Fugh
		  Presiding Bishop, Fifth Episcopal District

THE BENEDICTION	 Rev. Roger Richardson, Pastor
		  Christ Our Redeemer, Blackjack, MO
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HOUR OF POWER
Wednesday, March 2, 2022

Rev. Carey Anderson, Worship Leader
Pastor, First AME Church, Seattle, WA

~ O R D E R  O F  S E R V I C E ~

CALL TO WORSHIP	 Rev. Carey Anderson, Pastor
	 FAME, Seattle, WA

OPENING HYMN	 Rev. Benjamin Thomas Sr., Pastor
	 Tanner AMEC, Phoenix, AZ

How to Reach the Masses, #221

INVOCATION 	 Rev. Charles Norris, Pastor
	 St James AMEC, St Louis, MO

SCRIPTURE	 Rev. Joyce Kitchen, Pastor
	 Emmanuel Henry McNeil Turner, LA

CHORAL PRAYER RESPONSE	 Congregation

PRESENTATION OF PREACHER	 Rev. Darrel Walker, Pastor
	 New Philadelphia AMEC, Los Angeles, CA

MUSICAL SELECTION	 Praise Team

SERMON	 Rev. Dr. Gregory Eason, Pastor
	 Flipper Temple AMEC, Atlanta, GA

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP
	 Rev. Rodney Smith, Pastor
	 First AMEC, Oakland, CA

OFFERING	 Finance Committee

PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP	 Rev. Teresa Nelson, Presiding Elder
	 Arizona-New Mexico District

CLOSING REMARKS	 Bishop Clement W. Fugh,
	 Presiding Bishop

BENEDICTION	 Rev. Dr. Gregory Eason
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Obery M. Hendricks, Jr., Ph.D.
A life long social activist, Obery Hendricks is a noted commentator on the intersection 
of religion and political economy in America. He is the most widely read and perhaps 
the most influential African American biblical scholar writing today. Cornel West calls 
him “one of the last few grand prophetic intellectuals.” His most recent book, Christians 
Against Christianity: How Right-Wing Evangelicals are Destroying our Nation and Our 
Faith (Beacon, 2021) is hailed as “brilliant” (Eddie Glaude, Jr.) and “a must-read book for 
this crucial moment in our nation’s history” (Robert P. Jones).

A widely sought lecturer and media spokesperson, Dr. Hendricks’ appearances include 
CNN, MSNBC, CBS, Fox News, Fox Business News, the Discovery Channel, PBS, 

BBC, NHK Japan Television and the Bloomberg Network. He has provided running event commentary for National 
Public Radio, MSNBC, and the al-Jazeera and Aspire international television networks. Dr. Hendricks has been a 
member of the Faith Advisory Council of the Democratic National Committee, for whom he delivered the closing 
benediction at the 2008 Democratic Convention; served on the National Religious Leaders Advisory Committee of 
the 2008 Democratic Presidential campaign and served in the Religion and Foreign Policy Working Group at the 
U. S. Department of State under Secretaries of State Hillary Clinton and John Kerry. He has been a Distinguished 
Senior Fellow at The Democracy Collaborative in Washington, DC; an Affiliated Scholar at the Center for American 
Progress; a Senior Fellow at The Opportunity Agenda, a social justice communications think tank; and is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI) and the Advisory Board of the Institute for 
Christian Socialism. Dr. Hendricks is a frequent contributor to the Huffington Post, Sojourners magazine and Salon.
com, a former editorial advisor to the award-winning Tikkun magazine, and a contributing editor to The Encyclopedia 
of Politics and Religion. The Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation has called his work “the boldest post- colonial 
writing ever seen in Western biblical studies.”

Hendricks’ bestselling book, The Politics of Jesus: Rediscovering the True Revolutionary Nature of Jesus’ Teachings 
and How They Have Been Corrupted (Doubleday, 2006), was declared “essential reading for Americans” by the 
Washington Post. Social commentator Michael Eric Dyson proclaimed it “an instant classic” that “immediately 
thrusts Hendricks into the front ranks of American religious thinkers.” The Politics of Jesus was the featured subject 
of the 90-minute C-SPAN special hosted by the Center for American Progress, “Class, Politics and Christianity.” 
The tenth anniversary of its publication was celebrated in 2016 at the American Academy of Religion at its annual 
convention in San Antonio, TX. Governor Howard Dean, former chair of the Democratic National Committee, 
declared his last book, The Universe Bends Toward Justice: Radical Reflections on the Bible, the Church and the 
Body Politic (Orbis, 2011), a “tour de force.”

A former Wall Street investment executive and past president of Payne Theological Seminary, the oldest African 
American theological seminary in the US, and a former Visiting Professor at Union Theological Seminary, he is 
currently a Visiting Scholar at Columbia University in the Departments of Religion and African American and African 
Diasporic Studies; a Senior Lecturer at Yale Divinity School; and Emeritus Professor of Biblical Interpretation at 
New York Theological Seminary. An Ordained Elder in the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Hendricks holds 
the Master of Divinity with academic honors from Princeton Theological Seminary, and both the M.A. and Ph.D. in 
Religions of Late Antiquity from Princeton University.
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CLOSING SERVICE
Thursday, March 3, 2022

Rev. Timothy Tyler, Worship Leader
Pastor, Shorter Community AMEC, Denver, CO

~ O R D E R  O F  S E R V I C E ~

CALL TO WORSHIP	 Rev. Timothy Tyler, Pastor
	 Shorter Community AMEC, Denver, CO

HYMN	 Rev. Gregory McLeod, Pastor
	 Fountain of Hope AMEC, Las Vegas, NV

What A Friend We Have In Jesus, #323

INVOCATION	 Rev. Beverly Stith, Pastor
	 St John AMEC, St Louis, MO

SCRIPTURE	 Rev. Keith Cornelius, Pastor
	 St John AMEC, Omaha, NE

THE CHORAL PRAYER RESPONSE

PRESENTATION OF THE SPEAKER	 Rev. Robert Shaw, Pastor
	 Bethel AMEC, San Francisco, CA

MUSICAL SELECTION	 Congregation

SERMON	 Dr. Obery Hendricks, Visiting Scholar
	 Columbia University, NY;
	 Yale Divinity School, CT

INVITATION AND ALTAR CALL	 Rev. Rosalynn Kyle Brookins, Pastor
	 Parks Chapel AMEC, Oakland, CA

CLOSING REMARKS AND BENEDICTION	 Bishop Clement W. Fugh
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African Methodist Episcopal Church
Fifth Episcopal District
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2022
Annual Conference

Schedule
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AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Fifth Episcopal District

2022 Conference Schedule
(All meetings to be held in a Hybrid format – Virtual and In-person)

August 3 – 6, 2022	 131st Pacific Northwest
	 Annual Conference
	 Hosts: Walker Chapel; Primm
	 Tabernacle; Ebenezer-Bremerton
	 Venue: Doubletree Hotel, Seattle, WA

August 17 – 20, 2022	 136th Desert Mountain
	 Annual Conference
	 Hosts: Greater Bethel; Mt Moriah;
	 Prince Chapel
	 Venue: Drury Inn and Suites,
	 Phoenix-Tempe, AZ

September 14 - 18, 2022	 15th Midwest Annual Conference
	 Host: St John- Omaha, NE
	 Venue: Hilton Hotel, Kansas City
	 Airport, Kansas City, MO

September 27 – October 2, 2022	 158th California Annual Conference
	 Host: Parks Chapel, Oakland, CA
	 Venue: Hilton Hotel, Oakland Airport

October 12 – 16, 2022	 98th Southern California
	 Annual Conference
	 Host: New Philadelphia, Long Beach, CA
	 Venue: Hilton Hotel (LAX), Los Angeles

October 19 – 22, 2022	 168th Missouri Annual Conference
	 Host: Christ Our Redeemer
	 Blackjack, MO
	 Venue: Hilton Hotel, St Louis Airport
	 St Louis, MO

NOTE:	Wednesdays: Available for Component Meetings
	 Thursday: The Opening Day for each of the SIX Annual Conferences. The Organization 

will take place in the morning. The Annual Sermon will be in the evening.

	 Saturday midmorning: The Closing/Commissioning Service will be held for the
	 PACIFIC NORTHWEST; DESERT MOUNTAIN; AND MISSOURI ANNUAL
	 CONFERENCES.

	 Sunday afternoon: The Closing/Commissioning Service will be held for the
	 CALIFORNIA; MIDWEST; AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCES
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Notes
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